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On the Commons is an ongoing pedagogical project exploring ecology as
inseparable from social justice and the material power of imaginaries. The workshop
brings together students from different departments — across art, design,
architecture and urban studies — alongside artistic, activist and scholarly
approaches. It reexamines the “‘commons” not as a passive resource but as a set of
shared practices that sustain collective life. Working with partners beyond academia
(Nida Art Colony and Massia Officinale Residency) the project also asks how art and
educational institutions themselves must change if they are to genuinely support
practices of commoning.

Most recently, the workshop takes place at MASSIA, an independently run artist
residency in southwestern Estonia, which becomes both host and object of inquiry.
Field excursions, student-led investigations, shared meals and daily maintenance
form the basis of our work. Cleaning, cooking and caring for the space are treated
not as background labour but as essential practices that hold collective life together.

Rather than aiming for a comprehensive theory of the commons, the workshop
creates conditions for slowing down and exploring key entry points: shared
governance, property and authorship, ecological responsibility and the labour that
underpins communal infrastructures. Methodologically, it combines lectures, reading
together, situated inquiry, discussion and embodied exercises that foreground the
interplay between ecology, social justice and institutional conditions. In this way, the
workshop treats pedagogical methods themselves as a site for rethinking and
creative experimentation.

Situated within an art academy, On the Commons invites participants to consider
how contemporary art and academia might support the cultivation of commons—not
only conceptually but through their everyday operations, politics of support and
forms of collaboration.



Grid of documentation photos taken by participants of On the Commons workshops (2023, 2024, 2025).
Locations: Nida Art Colony, Lithuania, and Massia Officinale, southern Estonia.

Photos show lectures, screenings, co-learning, reading, stitching, cleaning and discussions.
Images used with permission.



